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Family 
Size 100% 130% 185% 235%

TANF Gross 
Income Test 

85%

TANF 
Payment 
Standard

Maximum 
Food 

Stamps

1 $10,404 $13,524 $19,248 $24,444 $8,844 $3,192 $2,112

2 $14,004 $18,204 $25,908 $32,904 $11,904 $4,284 $3,876

3 $17,604 $22,884 $32,568 $41,364 $14,964 $5,364 $5,556

4 $21,204 $27,564 $39,228 $49,824 $18,024 $6,468 $7,020

5 $24,804 $32,244 $45,888 $58,824 $21,084 $7,560 $7,980

6 $28,404 $36,924 $52,548 $58,284 $24,144 $8,652 $9,312

7 $32,004 $41,604 $59,208 $66,744 $27,204 $9,744 $9,876

8 $35,604 $46,284 $65,868 $75,204 $30,264 $11,064 $10,860

9 $39,204 $50,964 $72,528 $83,664 $33,324 $12,156 $11,964

10 $42,804 $55,644 $79,188 $100,584 $36,384 $13,248 $13,056

11 $46,404 $60,324 $85,848 $109,044 $39,444 $14,340 $14,160

12 $50,004 $65,004 $92,508 $117,504 $42,504 $15,432 $15,252

Revised 01/09.
<http://www.hsd.state.nm.us/isd/files/MSR12_2008.pdf>.

2 Maximum Food Stamps allotment for a recipient receiving the maximum TANF benefit from October 1, 2008, through September 30, 2009, 
assuming a monthly rent expense of $300 and the monthly standard utility allowance.

Source: NM Human Services Department: Monthly Statistical Report,  December 2008.

Federal Fiscal Year 20082

Federal and State Program Guidelines
2008 Federal Poverty Guidelines1

1 The 2008 Federal Poverty Guidelines are used for the determination of Medicaid eligibility from April 1, 2008, through March 31, 2009, and Food 
Stamps and TANF eligibility from October 1, 2008, through September 30, 2009. The TANF Payment Standard is used for the determination of TANF 
and General Assistance payments from October 2008, through September 2009.

(Annual Amounts) (Annual Amounts)
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Rank County
Estimated 
Population

Food Stamps 
Recipients Rate (Percent)

1 McKinley 70,759 17,533 25.0
2 Torrance 16,598 3,771 22.7
3 Socorro 18,118 3,619 20.0
4 Luna 26,996 5,215 19.3
5 San Miguel 28,655 5,422 18.9
6 Dona Ana 198,791 37,044 18.6
7 Cibola 27,261 4,959 18.2
8 Quay 8,971 1,567 17.5
9 Rio Arriba 40,827 7,118 17.4

10 Valencia 71,364 11,683 16.4
11 Sierra 12,316 2,001 16.2
12 Chaves 62,595 9,869 15.8
13 Curry 42,328 6,796 15.0
14 Grant 29,699 4,360 14.7
15 Eddy 51,002 7,221 14.2
16 Guadalupe 4,447 618 13.9
17 Hidalgo 4,945 673 13.6
18 Roosevelt 19,142 2,399 12.5
19 De Baca 1,916 235 12.3
20 Mora 5,069 618 12.2
21 Taos 31,608 3,814 12.1
22 Bernalillo 629,292 75,254 12.0
23 Colfax 13,216 1,396 10.6
24 Lea 58,043 6,131 10.6
25 Lincoln 20,783 2,100 10.1
26 Sandoval 117,866 11,757 10.0
27 Union 3,792 345 9.1
28 Otero 63,129 5,728 9.1
29 San Juan 122,427 10,657 8.7
30 Santa Fe 142,955 11,538 8.1
31 Catron 3,431 235 6.8
32 Harding 716 23 3.2
33 Los Alamos 18,558 139 0.7

New Mexico 1,969,915 261,838 13.3

Rate of Food Stamp Recipiency By County                  
November 2008

Source: NM Human Services Department: Monthly Statistical Report,  December 2008.   

Note: Population data comes from July 1, 2007, population estimate (U.S. Census Bureau).
Recipiency rate is the percent of individuals living in the State or County who receive Food Stamps.

Revised 12/08.
<http://www.hsd.state.nm.us/isd/files/MSR12_2008.pdf>.
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1990 2000 2007

Education

 NEW MEXICO EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 1990, 2000 AND 2007

A post-secondary degree continues to be of great benefit to today's employees: the unemployment
level for college graduates is lower than it is for those without degrees, the market for degreed
employees continues to grow even during downturns, and the compensation for a degreed worker is
on average nearly twice that of the non-degreed worker. Degreed workers are in greater demand
because of the increased use of technology in the workplace, the shift from goods-producing to
service-providing industries, and the new work philosophy in which decisions are made closer to the
front line.

Census 2006 estimates indicate that the percentage of New Mexico's population over twenty-five that
has graduated from high school and population over twenty-five that has received bachelor's degrees
have increased 6.6% and 4.5%, respectively, since 1990. The national increases in the same period
were 8.8% and 6.7%.

As the educational requirements of the job market continue to increase with time, high school
dropouts are of special concern. Dropouts lack the basic education required by most employers, and
as such are more likely to be unemployed; not participate in the labor force; or without special
training, be channeled into very low-paying jobs.

Population 25 years and over 922,590 1,134,801 1,267,808

High School graduate or more 75.1% 78.9% 81.7%

Some college or more 46.4% 52.3% 53.4%

Bachelor's degree or more 20.4% 23.5% 24.9%

Advanced degree 8.3% 9.8% 10.6%

<http://www.census.gov/> americanfactfinder/people/educ>.

Revised 12/08.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2007 American Community Survey. 

S1501. Educational Attainment.

Data for persons 25 years and older.
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Geographic area

Percent high 
school graduate 

or higher

Percent with 
bachelor's degree 

or higher Geographic area

Percent high 
school graduate or 

higher

Percent with 
bachelor's degree 

or higher
United States 84.0 27.0 United States 75.2 20.3
 
Alabama 80.0 21.1 Alabama 66.9 15.7
Alaska 90.2 26.2 Alaska 86.6 23.0
Arizona 83.5 25.2 Arizona 78.7 20.3
Arkansas 80.6 18.7 Arkansas 66.3 13.3
California 80.0 29.1 California 76.2 23.4
Colorado 88.3 34.6 Colorado 84.4 27.0
Connecticut 87.8 34.3 Connecticut 79.2 27.2
Delaware 85.9 26.6 Delaware 77.5 21.4
District of Columbia 84.1 45.4 District of Columbia 73.1 33.3
Florida 84.4 25.2 Florida 74.4 18.3
Georgia 82.2 26.6 Georgia 70.9 19.3
Hawaii 88.7 28.6 Hawaii 80.1 22.9
Idaho 87.4 23.6 Idaho 79.7 17.7
Illinois 85.2 29.0 Illinois 76.2 21.0
Indiana 85.2 21.6 Indiana 75.6 15.6
Iowa 89.2 24.0 Iowa 80.1 16.9
Kansas 88.5 28.3 Kansas 81.3 21.1
Kentucky 79.3 19.7 Kentucky 64.6 13.6
Louisiana 79.4 20.1 Louisiana 68.3 16.1
Maine 88.8 25.9 Maine 78.8 18.8
Maryland 86.9 34.7 Maryland 78.4 26.5
Massachusetts 87.9 37.1 Massachusetts 80.0 27.2
Michigan 87.0 24.5 Michigan 76.8 17.4
Minnesota 90.7 30.6 Minnesota 82.4 21.8
Mississippi 78.0 18.6 Mississippi 64.3 14.7
Missouri 84.9 24.0 Missouri 73.9 17.8
Montana 90.1 26.7 Montana 81.0 19.8
Nebraska 89.4 27.2 Nebraska 81.8 18.9
Nevada 83.4 20.9 Nevada 78.8 15.3
New Hampshire 89.9 31.8 New Hampshire 82.2 24.4
New Jersey 86.3 33.7 New Jersey 76.7 24.9
New Mexico 81.7 24.9 New Mexico 75.1 20.4
New York 83.9 31.2 New York 74.8 23.1
North Carolina 82.2 25.0 North Carolina 70.0 17.4
North Dakota 88.1 25.6 North Dakota 76.7 18.1
Ohio 86.3 23.3 Ohio 75.7 17.0
Oklahoma 84.2 22.2 Oklahoma 74.6 17.8
Oregon 87.5 27.6 Oregon 81.5 20.6
Pennsylvania 86.3 25.6 Pennsylvania 74.7 17.9
Rhode Island 82.7 29.4 Rhode Island 72.0 21.3
South Carolina 81.4 22.8 South Carolina 68.3 16.6
South Dakota 88.3 24.5 South Dakota 77.1 17.2
Tennessee 80.9 21.7 Tennessee 67.1 16.0
Texas 78.6 24.7 Texas 72.1 20.3
Utah 90.0 28.2 Utah 85.1 22.3
Vermont 89.7 32.7 Vermont 80.8 24.3
Virginia 85.3 32.9 Virginia 75.2 24.5
Washington 88.9 30.0 Washington 83.8 22.9
West Virginia 81.0 16.9 West Virginia 66.0 12.3
Wisconsin 88.5 25.1 Wisconsin 78.6 17.7
Wyoming 90.5 23.1 Wyoming 83.0 18.8

<http://www.census.gov/> americanfactfinder/people/educ>.

Revised 12/08.

GCT1501. Percent of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed High School (Includes Equivalency).
GCT1502. Percent of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed a Bachelor's Degree.

Educational Attainment of the Population 25 Years and Over by State,
1990 and 2007

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2007 American Community Survey. 
Data for persons 25 years and older.
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District Dropouts Membership Dropout Rate District Dropouts Membership Dropout Rate
Alamogordo 59 2,987 2.0% Las Cruces 174 11,011 1.6%
Albuquerque 3,253 42,755 7.6% Las Vegas City 6 936 0.6%
Animas 0 148 0.0% Logan 0 112 0.0%
Artesia 36 1,578 2.3% Lordsburg 20 334 6.0%
Aztec 58 1,543 3.8% Los Alamos 9 1,773 0.5%
Belen 53 2,172 2.4% Los Lunas 316 3,971 8.0%
Bernalillo 89 1,411 6.3% Loving 1 264 0.4%
Bloomfield 39 1,396 2.8% Lovington 35 1,248 2.8%
Capitan 11 281 3.9% Magdalena 6 196 3.1%
Carlsbad 110 2,753 4.0% Maxwell 0 55 0.0%
Carrizozo 1 108 0.9% Melrose 0 114 0.0%
Central 150 3,460 4.3% Mesa Vista 12 256 4.7%
Chama Valley 0 244 0.0% Mora 0 309 0.0%
Cimarron 0 272 0.0% Moriarty 38 1,965 1.9%
Clayton 3 246 1.2% Mosquero 0 23 0.0%
Cloudcroft 0 271 0.0% Mountainair 0 168 0.0%
Clovis 97 3,540 2.7% Pecos 1 330 0.3%
Cobre 11 659 1.7% Penasco 1 315 0.3%
Corona 1 44 2.3% Pojoaque 15 1,048 1.4%
Cuba 23 444 5.2% Portales 21 1,198 1.8%

2006-2007 New Mexico School District Dropout Rates
Grades 9-12

Deming 29 2,593 1.1% Quemado 0 105 0.0%
Des Moines 0 74 0.0% Questa 2 246 0.8%
Dexter 2 519 0.4% Raton 14 628 2.2%
Dora 95 95 0.0% Reserve 1 94 1.1%
Dulce 16 330 4.8% Rio Rancho 222 6,831 3.2%
Elida 0 63 0.0% Roswell 166 4,325 3.8%
Espanola 97 1,807 5.4% Roy 0 48 0.0%
Estancia 0 532 0.0% Ruidoso 40 1,092 3.7%
Eunice 0 264 0.0% San Jon 0 93 0.0%
Farmington 169 4,642 3.6% Santa Fe 282 5,599 5.0%
Floyd 2 143 1.4% Santa Rosa 2 318 0.6%
Fort Sumner 1 144 0.7% Silver City 30 1,484 2.0%
Gadsden 116 6,443 1.8% Socorro 18 887 2.0%
Gallup 446 6,643 6.7% Springer 2 99 2.0%
Grady 0 59 0.0% Taos 0 1,504 0.0%
Grants/Cibola 75 1,880 4.0% Tatum 0 143 0.0%
Hagerman 1 218 0.5% Texico 2 250 0.8%
Hatch 18 668 2.7% Truth or Consequences 16 698 2.3%
Hobbs 99 3,449 2.9% Tucumcari 14 508 2.8%
Hondo Valley 4 60 6.7% Tularosa 12 510 2.4%
House 24 91 26.4% Vaughn 0 40 0.0%
Jal 5 211 2.4% Wagon Mound 0 126 0.0%
Jemez Mountain 2 169 1.2% West las Vegas 5 969 0.5%
Jemez Valley 1 288 0.3% Zuni 24 856 2.8%
Lake Arthur 4 78 5.1% New Mexico 6,612 150,854 4.4%

Membership is determined based upon 40th day enrollment.  

“Transition Year” dropouts are included in the totals.

<http://www.ped.state.nm.us/IT/fs/dropout/06-07DropoutReport.pdf>.

Source: New Mexico Department of Education, 2006-2007 New Mexico Student Dropout Report.

Revised 01/09.
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District Number of Seniors Graduation Rate District Number of Seniors Graduation Rate
Alamogordo 432 91.0% Las Cruces 1,366 87.0%
Albuquerque 4,477 85.6% Las Vegas City 141 89.4%
Animas 23 95.7% Las Vegas West 141 86.5%
Artesia 229 90.4% Logan 22 100.0%
Aztec 215 74.7% Lordsburg 24 87.5%
Belen 287 88.2% Los Alamos 298 96.6%
Bernalillo 130 94.6% Los Lunas 371 91.1%
Bloomfield 166 84.3% Loving 32 93.8%
Capitan 34 100.0% Lovington 168 83.3%
Carlsbad 324 92.3% Magdalena 24 100.0%
Carrizozo 15 93.3% Maxwell 9 * 
Central Cons. 468 84.8% Melrose 22 90.9%
Chama 34 97.1% Mesa Vista 29 100.0%
Cimarron 26 96.2% Mora 55 96.4%
Clayton 35 94.3% Moriarty 260 91.2%
Cloudcroft 49 100.0% Mosquero 3 * 
Clovis 467 89.3% Mountainair 20 100.0%
Cobre 97 94.9% Pecos 41 92.7%
Corona 10 100.0% Penasco 42 97.6%
Cuba 74 98.7% Pojoaque 131 93.1%
Deming 300 84.3% Portales 151 92.7%
Des Moines 11 100.0% Quemado 16 87.5%
Dexter 65 92.3% Questa 35 91.4%
Dora 15 93.3% Raton 70 94.3%
Dulce 30 86 7% Reserve 11 100 0%

New Mexico Student Graduation Rates
2007-2008 School Year1

Dulce 30 86.7% Reserve 11 100.0%
Elida 7 * Rio Rancho 754 91.6%
Espanola 191 85.3% Roswell 534 92.9%
Estancia 90 56.7% Roy 6 * 
Eunice 42 88.1% Ruidoso 139 90.7%
Farmington 575 90.6% San Jon 19 100.0%
Floyd 15 100.0% Santa Fe 550 82.9%
Fort Sumner 27 96.3% Santa Rosa 59 96.6%
Gadsden 746 88.7% Silver City 207 86.5%
Gallup 933 72.2% Socorro 118 89.8%
Grady 7 * Springer 18 100.0%
Grants 271 91.5% Taos 193 83.4%
Hagerman 30 100.0% Tatum 21 100.0%
Hatch 91 - Texico 30 93.3%
Hobbs 384 94.8% Truth or Consequences 88 89.8%
Hondo 8 * Tucumcari 53 90.6%
House 11 81.8% Tularosa 68 94.1%
Jal 35 100.0% Vaughn 1 * 
Jemez Mountain 21 100.0% Wagon Mound 16 100.0%
Jemez Valley 21 90.5% Zuni 89 92.1%
Lake Arthur 10 100.0% New Mexico 18,588 86.8%

-  Missing/Incomplete Data
Source: New Mexico Department of Education, Assessment and Accountability Division. 

<http://www.ped.state.nm.us/IT/fs/graduationRates/graduationRates0708.pdf>.
Graduation Rates for SY 2007-2008.
Revised 01/09.

1  New Mexico received permission from the US Department of Education to apply the 2007 graduation rate to 2008, in effect "freezing" the rate for one year.  The adoption of 
the 4-year cohort method of calculating graduation requires that summer graduates be counted, which is the main reason for lagged reporting.  States cannot fully capture 
summer graduates until several months into the following school year.  New Mexico begins utilizing this cohort method next year.
* Non-disclosed when number of senior students is below 10.

60



Geographic Area Rank

Percent of 
Graduates 

Tested1

Average 
Composite 

Score

Average 
English Score

Average Math 
Score

Average 
Reading 
Score

Average 
Science 
Score

United States - 43 21.1 20.6 21.0 21.4 20.8

Massachusetts 1 17 23.6 23.5 23.9 24.0 22.5
Connecticut 2 19 23.3 23.2 23.3 23.6 22.3
New Hampshire 3 15 23.1 23.0 23.0 23.7 22.2
New York 3 23 23.1 22.3 23.5 23.3 22.8
Washington 3 17 23.1 22.7 23.2 23.7 22.4
Maine 6 9 22.7 22.7 22.5 23.2 22.0
New Jersey 6 13 22.7 22.6 23.2 22.9 21.7
Vermont 6 26 22.7 22.4 22.4 23.3 22.1
Delaware 9 11 22.6 22.2 22.5 23.1 22.0
Minnesota 9 69 22.6 21.9 22.6 23.0 22.5
Iowa 11 60 22.4 21.9 22.0 22.9 22.3
Wisconsin 12 67 22.3 21.7 22.3 22.6 22.3
California 13 17 22.2 21.8 22.8 22.4 21.3
Pennsylvania 13 13 22.2 21.8 22.3 22.5 21.6
Nebraska 15 72 22.1 21.8 21.8 22.5 21.9
Indiana 16 22 22.0 21.4 22.2 22.5 21.5
Kansas 16 74 22.0 21.5 21.8 22.6 21.8
Maryland 16 16 22.0 21.6 22.0 22.3 21.4
Montana 16 56 22.0 21.3 21.8 22.7 21.8
South Dakota 16 77 22.0 21.2 21.9 22.3 22.0
Arizona 21 15 21.9 21.3 22.1 22.3 21.3
Rhode Island 21 10 21.9 21.7 21.9 22.3 21.0
Utah 23 68 21.8 21.4 21.1 22.5 21.6
Virginia 23 19 21.8 21.5 21.8 22.2 21.3
Ohio 25 65 21.7 21.1 21.5 22.1 21.7
Hawaii 26 23 21.6 20.8 22.3 21.6 21.2
Missouri 26 69 21.6 21.4 21.0 22.0 21.4
North Dakota 26 81 21.6 20.7 21.6 21.8 21.5
Idaho 29 58 21.5 20.7 21.4 22.2 21.3
Nevada 30 30 21.3 20.7 21.4 21.7 20.9
North Carolina 30 14 21.3 20.5 21.8 21.7 20.8
Alaska 32 25 21.2 20.3 21.2 21.8 20.8
Oregon 32 30 21.2 20.3 21.4 21.8 20.9
Wyoming 34 80 21.1 20.1 20.8 21.8 21.0
Kentucky 35 72 20.9 20.5 20.2 21.5 20.7
Illinois 36 98 20.7 20.4 20.7 20.6 20.5
Oklahoma 36 70 20.7 20.5 19.8 21.4 20.4
Tennessee 36 88 20.7 20.8 19.9 21.1 20.3
Texas 36 29 20.7 19.8 21.2 20.9 20.5
West Virginia 36 64 20.7 20.8 19.6 21.4 20.5
Arkansas 41 74 20.6 20.7 20.1 21.0 20.3
Georgia 41 38 20.6 20.1 20.6 20.9 20.3
Colorado 43 100 20.5 19.8 20.3 20.8 20.4
Alabama 44 77 20.4 20.6 19.5 20.8 20.1
Louisiana 45 88 20.3 20.5 19.7 20.3 20.0
New Mexico 45 63 20.3 19.6 19.8 21.0 20.2
South Carolina 47 44 19.9 19.2 20.1 20.0 19.7
Florida 48 52 19.8 19.0 20.0 20.3 19.3
Michigan 49 100 19.6 18.7 19.5 19.8 19.9
District of Columbia 50 30 19.1 18.6 19.2 19.6 18.6
Mississippi 51 92 18.9 19.3 18.2 19.1 18.7

Source: ACT, Inc. 
<http://www.act.org/news/data/08/states-text.html>.
2008 Average ACT Scores by State.
Revised 01/09.

Average ACT Scores by State, 2008

1 Totals for graduating seniors were obtained from Knocking at the College Door—March 2008, Projections of High School Graduates by State 
and Race/Ethnicity, 1992–2022, © December 2008 by the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education.
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Geographic Area

Number of Test 
Takers1

Critical 
Reading 
Scores

Mathematics 
Scores

Writing 
Scores

United States 1,518,859 502 515 494

Alabama 3,591 565 557 554
Alaska 3,782 520 520 493
Arizona 20,040 516 522 500
Arkansas 1,467 575 567 559
California 205,145 499 515 498
Colorado 10,510 564 570 553
Connecticut 36,095 509 513 513
Delaware 6,350 499 498 490
District of Columbia 4,141 470 455 465
Florida 98,578 496 497 481
Georgia 62,287 491 493 492
Hawaii 8,195 481 502 470
Idaho 3,166 540 540 517
Illinois 10,298 583 601 578
Indiana 44,040 496 508 481
Iowa 1,330 603 612 582
Kansas 2,300 590 589 564
Kentucky 3,692 568 570 554
Louisiana 2,695 566 564 558
Maine 15,130 469 466 461
Maryland 46,928 499 502 497
Massachusetts 61,295 514 525 513
Michigan 7,178 581 598 572
Minnesota 5,080 596 609 579
Mississippi 937 574 556 566
Missouri 3,483 594 597 584
Montana 2,648 541 548 523
Nebraska 1,139 581 585 567
Nevada 8,294 498 506 578
New Hampshire 12,603 521 523 511
New Jersey 85,382 495 513 496
New Mexico 2,336 557 548 540
New York 160,875 488 504 481
North Carolina 56,442 496 511 482
North Dakota 256 594 604 568
Ohio 32,723 534 544 521
Oklahoma 2,172 572 572 557
Oregon 18,377 523 527 502
Pennsylvania 106,093 494 501 483
Rhode Island 8,493 495 498 493
South Carolina 23,066 488 497 476
South Dakota 277 595 596 575
Tennessee 6,272 571 570 566
Texas 137,024 488 505 480
Utah 1,930 561 557 543
Vermont 5,468 519 523 507
Virginia 59,573 511 512 499
Washington 36,306 526 533 509
West Virginia 3,427 512 501 498
Wisconsin 3,522 587 604 577
Wyoming 311 562 574 541

Source: CollegeBoard, SAT Data & Reports.
<http://professionals.collegeboard.com/data-reports-research/sat/cb-seniors-2008>
2008 College-bound Seniors, Total Group Report and State Profile Reports.
Revised 01/09.

Average SAT Scores by State, 2008

1Information is summarized for seniors who took the SAT Reasoning Test™ at anytime during their 
high school years through March 2008. If a student took the test more than once, the most recent 
score is used. 
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Quality of Life

Quality of life indicators are defined by community leaders, municipalities, government
agencies, nonprofits, and other entities seeking to capture a broader sense of the community well-
being outside the scope of conventional economic indicators such as employment statistics and per
capita income. These indicators allow for the framing of issues and policy concerns surrounding
communities, and the data provides for the measurement and estimation of degrees of health and
well-being. Selected statistics can address a range of topics including the
environment, safety, health, and housing, and can be used to monitor general concern or a specific
issue.

Transport and mobility behavior data are useful indicators when evaluating the demands on local and
urban areas. On average, New Mexicans spend less time commuting to work each day than do
people in some of our neighboring states, and New Mexico is ranked 35th among all states for public
transportation usage.

The state of current housing conditions, including affordability and availability, is a key dimension to
evaluating quality of life in a specific area or community. While the median home value in New
Mexico ranks in the lower half, the state's homeownership rate is higher than both the national
average and surrounding states. New Mexico leads the region and ranks third in the nation for lowest
per capita property tax collection.

Also included in this section are tables summarizing median population age, voter
participation, healthcare, and public safety data. The following tables are provided, in addition to the
previous labor market, income, poverty, and education statistics sections, as some selected quality of
life indicators. Other possible dimensions, such as energy, environmental, recreation, and human
rights data, can also be used to determine what constitutes "quality of life" and well-being of a
community.

Revised 01/09.
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Rank Geographic Area Total workers 16 years 
and over

Public Transportation 
(excluding taxicab)

Percent 
of Total

United States 139,259,684 6,800,512 4.9

1 District of Columbia 289,798 105,443 36.4
2 New York 8,816,916 2,332,289 26.5
3 New Jersey 4,122,502 427,481 10.4
4 Massachusetts 3,181,672 289,181 9.1
5 Illinois 6,007,749 526,120 8.8
6 Maryland 2,782,913 233,762 8.4
7 Hawaii 627,314 35,117 5.6
8 Washington 3,089,484 167,319 5.4
9 Pennsylvania 5,746,111 295,580 5.1
9 California 16,421,576 841,919 5.1

11 Connecticut 1,720,206 75,425 4.4
12 Virginia 3,790,886 142,898 3.8
13 Oregon 1,756,557 65,766 3.7
14 Nevada 1,223,377 41,749 3.4
14 Colorado 2,445,512 82,486 3.4
16 Minnesota 2,680,541 84,561 3.2
17 Delaware 406,312 11,136 2.7
17 Rhode Island 502,606 13,717 2.7
19 Utah 1,245,478 29,455 2.4
20 Georgia 4,331,703 96,395 2.2
21 Arizona 2,777,552 59,574 2.1
22 Ohio 5,287,517 102,887 1.9
22 Florida 8,173,299 158,057 1.9
24 Wisconsin 2,807,700 47,980 1.7

Public Transportation Usage, 2007

24 Texas 10,743,100 180,997 1.7
26 Missouri 2,751,664 42,492 1.5
26 Wyoming 273,507 3,971 1.5
28 Alaska 329,649 4,662 1.4
29 Montana 460,844 5,998 1.3
30 Michigan 4,400,918 54,356 1.2
30 West Virginia 737,664 8,631 1.2
30 Kentucky 1,864,395 21,509 1.2
33 Louisiana 1,849,182 21,062 1.1
33 Iowa 1,509,114 16,151 1.1
35 New Mexico 866,518 8,756 1.0
35 Indiana 2,952,890 28,641 1.0
37 North Carolina 4,163,384 39,427 0.9
37 Vermont 326,001 2,798 0.9
39 Tennessee 2,774,901 23,061 0.8
39 Idaho 697,827 5,355 0.8
41 South Carolina 1,963,577 14,327 0.7
41 Nebraska 908,413 6,412 0.7
41 New Hampshire 678,071 4,536 0.7
44 Maine 643,147 3,717 0.6
45 Kansas 1,374,749 7,453 0.5
45 North Dakota 336,191 1,769 0.5
45 Arkansas 1,209,981 6,089 0.5
45 Oklahoma 1,637,160 7,741 0.5
49 Alabama 1,982,297 8,367 0.4
49 Mississippi 1,182,872 4,429 0.4
49 South Dakota 406,387 1,508 0.4

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates.
<http://factfinder.census.gov/>.

Revised 12/08.
S0802. Means of Transportation to Work by Selected Characteristics.
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Area 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Bernalillo 4,690 5,680 5,540 2,510 1,620 2,400
Catron 20 30 30 20 40 30
Chaves 0 60 50 60 50 30
Cibola 70 80 40 70 70 70
Colfax 0 70 60 70 40 20
Curry 90 120 220 110 250 100
De Baca 10 5 10 10 4 10
Dona Ana 900 1,280 1,270 2,170 2,110 1,390
Eddy 50 70 50 90 60 150
Grant 0 0 170 110 110 60
Guadalupe 3 10 4 1 3 2
Harding 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hidalgo 10 3 10 20 10 10
Lea 10 30 60 50 60 120
Lincoln 180 190 0 4 90 1
Los Alamos 160 100 110 60 40 20
Luna 40 50 60 80 120 50
McKinley 40 20 20 20 40 40
Mora 0 0 0 10 10 10

Annual Building Permits by County

Mora 0 0 0 10 10 10
Otero 100 170 210 240 200 160
Quay 0 0 2 0 0 1
Rio Arriba 10 10 10 10 10 4
Roosevelt 20 40 30 30 50 30
Sandoval 280 320 340 430 440 370
San Juan 0 0 0 80 60 80
San Miguel 300 1,030 200 0 1,840 940
Santa Fe 770 560 560 580 420 0
Sierra 0 3 10 10 2 4
Socorro 20 10 4 10 30 20
Taos 30 210 70 70 70 30
Torrance 0 0 0 0 0 0
Union 20 30 10 10 10 10
Valencia 140 330 160 220 20 0

Note: Residential, single family and multi-family dwellings.  New construction permits only.
Source: New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions, Economic Research & Analysis Bureau.
<http://laser.state.nm.us/>.
Revised 12/08.
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Area Rank Estimate Margin of Error

United States 181,800 +/-211
California 1 513,200 +/-1,290
Hawaii 2 510,500 +/-7,297
District of Columbia 3 424,200 +/-7,244
Massachusetts 4 366,200 +/-1,063
New Jersey 5 358,400 +/-1,069
Maryland 6 323,400 +/-1,295
Nevada 7 302,600 +/-2,276
Connecticut 8 294,100 +/-1,753
New York 9 293,400 +/-2,260
Rhode Island 10 289,400 +/-2,418
Washington 11 261,200 +/-1,710
New Hampshire 12 250,700 +/-2,457
Virginia 13 238,600 +/-1,079
Oregon 14 232,000 +/-1,124
Colorado 15 230,400 +/-704
Delaware 16 225,200 +/-2,014
Arizona 17 221,800 +/-1,035
Florida 18 217,800 +/-637
Alaska 19 213,400 +/-2,986
Minnesota 20 207,200 +/-567
Illinois 21 198,100 +/-629
Vermont 22 191,500 +/-2,182
Utah 23 189,700 +/-987
Maine 24 167,700 +/-1,119

Median Home Values (dollars)

Wisconsin 25 162,000 +/-482
Idaho 26 158,600 +/-1,144
Georgia 27 156,300 +/-633
Montana 28 152,300 +/-1,624
Michigan 29 152,200 +/-375
Wyoming 30 150,500 +/-2,168
Pennsylvania 31 144,100 +/-474
New Mexico 32 140,100 +/-1,253
North Carolina 33 136,800 +/-593
Ohio 34 134,400 +/-319
Missouri 35 131,100 +/-580
South Carolina 36 122,600 +/-874
Tennessee 37 122,500 +/-569
Indiana 38 119,400 +/-494
Nebraska 39 118,200 +/-713
Kansas 40 114,400 +/-827
Texas 41 113,800 +/-335
Louisiana 42 113,500 +/-813
Iowa 43 112,600 +/-627
South Dakota 44 110,900 +/-1,264
Kentucky 45 109,700 +/-673
Alabama 46 106,800 +/-839
North Dakota 47 97,400 +/-1,102
Oklahoma 48 95,200 +/-537
Arkansas 49 93,700 +/-782
West Virginia 50 89,500 +/-812
Mississippi 51 88,100 +/-697
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2007 American Community Survey. 
<http://factfinder.census.gov/>.
B25077. Median Value (Dollars).
Revised 12/08.
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United States $1,208 - $3,240 -
Alabama $422 50 $1,080 50
Alaska $1,439 12 $4,235 9
Arizona $912 35 $2,526 32
Arkansas $473 49 $1,208 49
California $1,031 28 $3,085 19
Colorado $1,116 23 $2,882 22
Connecticut $2,167 2 $5,726 2
Delaware $627 43 $1,676 43
District of Columbia $2,079 - $4,870 -
Florida $1,288 16 $3,295 16
Georgia $970 33 $2,684 29
Hawaii $772 39 $2,292 38
Idaho $857 37 $2,296 37
Illinois $1,534 10 $4,161 10
Indiana $1,339 14 $3,473 15
Iowa $1,144 21 $2,820 26
Kansas $1,191 19 $3,021 20
Kentucky $578 45 $1,474 45
Louisiana $565 46 $1,532 44
Maine $1,683 9 $4,054 11
Maryland $1,067 26 $2,870 23
Massachusetts $1,684 8 $4,441 8
Michigan $1,338 15 $3,509 14
Minnesota $1,040 27 $2,632 30

State and Local Property Tax, 2006

Area
Collections Per 

Capita Rank 
Collections   Per 

Household Rank

Minnesota $1,040 27 $2,632 30
Mississippi $716 41 $1,935 41
Missouri $858 36 $2,174 39
Montana $1,125 22 $2,857 24
Nebraska $1,270 17 $3,202 18
Nevada $1,024 29 $2,737 28
New Hampshire $2,127 3 $5,542 3
New Jersey $2,372 1 $6,582 1
New Mexico $495 48 $1,324 47
New York $1,891 5 $5,154 4
North Carolina $796 38 $2,044 40
North Dakota $996 31 $2,336 36
Ohio $1,099 24 $2,810 27
Oklahoma $507 47 $1,309 48
Oregon $1,007 30 $2,565 31
Pennsylvania $1,148 20 $2,942 21
Rhode Island $1,774 7 $4,663 6
South Carolina $923 34 $2,419 34
South Dakota $978 32 $2,469 33
Tennessee $684 42 $1,752 42
Texas $1,405 13 $4,050 12
Utah $738 40 $2,341 35
Vermont $1,851 6 $4,541 7
Virginia $1,215 18 $3,206 17
Washington $1,093 25 $2,821 25
West Virginia $586 44 $1,430 46
Wisconsin $1,444 11 $3,619 13
Wyoming $1,933 4 $4,785 5
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Tax Foundation. 
<http://www.taxfoundation.org/>.
State and Local Property Tax Collections Per Household and Per Capita by State, Fiscal Year 2006.
Revised 12/08.
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Rank Geographic Area Median Margin of Error

United States 36.6

1 Maine 41.6 +/-0.1
2 Vermont 40.8 +/-0.3
3 West Virginia 40.4 +/-0.7
4 Florida 39.9 +/-0.2
5 New Hampshire 39.8 +/-0.1
6 Pennsylvania 39.7 +/-0.2
7 Connecticut 39.2 +/-0.1
7 Montana 39.2 +/-0.2
9 Massachusetts 38.5 +/-0.2
9 Rhode Island 38.5 +/-0.5

11 New Jersey 38.4 +/-0.1
12 Iowa 38.0 +/-0.3
13 Delaware 37.9 +/-0.5
13 Hawaii 37.9 +/-0.2
13 Ohio 37.9 +/-0.1
13 Wisconsin 37.9 +/-0.4
17 Oregon 37.8 +/-0.3
18 New York 37.7 +/-0.1
19 Michigan 37.5 +/-0.4
20 Kentucky 37.4 +/-0.3
20 Maryland 37.4 +/-0.3
20 Tennessee 37.4 +/-0.2
23 Missouri 37.3 +/-0.5
23 South Carolina 37 3 +/ 0 2

Median Age of the Population, 2007

23 South Carolina 37.3 +/-0.2
25 Alabama 37.2 +/-0.4
26 Minnesota 37.1 +/-0.2
26 South Dakota 37.1 +/-0.2
26 Washington 37.1 +/-0.3
29 Arkansas 37.0 +/-0.2
29 North Dakota 37.0 +/-0.3
29 Wyoming 37.0 +/-0.6
32 Virginia 36.9 +/-0.1
33 North Carolina 36.8 +/-0.2
34 Indiana 36.5 +/-0.4
35 Kansas 36.2 +/-0.2
36 Nebraska 36.1 +/-0.2
37 Oklahoma 36.0 +/-0.3
38 Illinois 35.9 +/-0.4
39 Nevada 35.7 +/-0.4
39 New Mexico 35.7 +/-0.2
41 Colorado 35.6 +/-0.5
41 Louisiana 35.6 +/-0.3
43 Mississippi 35.2 +/-0.3
44 Arizona 34.9 +/-0.4
44 District of Columbia 34.9 +/-0.2
46 California 34.7 +/-0.9
46 Georgia 34.7 +/-0.2
48 Idaho 34.3 +/-0.6
49 Alaska 33.4 +/-0.4
50 Texas 33.1 +/-0.2
51 Utah 28.5 +/-0.4

Revised 12/08.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 Population Estimates . 
<http://factfinder.census.gov/>.
GCT-T2-R. Median Age of the Total Population (geographies ranked by estimate).
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Operational Programs
The Economic Research and Analysis Bureau (ER&A) is responsible for the
collection, development, analysis, and publication of labor market information for New Mexico, its
political subdivisions, and Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs). The Bureau operates five statistical
programs under contract with the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Bureau
is organized as follows:

CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS AND QUARTERLY CENSUS OF EMPLOYMENT AND
WAGES
This unit operates a federal/state cooperative statistical program called Current Employment
Statistics (CES). Using a monthly employer survey, estimates of nonagricultural payroll employment
by industry are derived for Statewide New Mexico and the Albuquerque, Las Cruces, and Santa Fe
Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs). Estimates of earnings and hours of work are also derived by
industry for Statewide New Mexico and the Albuquerque MSA. This section is also responsible for a
federal/state cooperative statistical program called the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages
(QCEW, formerly ES-202). Using administrative data from state and federal unemployment
insurance (UI) programs, the QCEW program produces employment, wage, and UI contribution
totals by industry. Output from this program is used in producing economic measures such as Gross
Domestic Product and personal income.

LOCAL AREA UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTICS
This unit conducts a federal/state cooperative statistical program called Local Area Unemployment
Statistics (LAUS). The LAUS program produces estimates of the monthly labor force, total
employment, unemployment, and unemployment rate for Statewide New Mexico and its
MSAs/counties. It also tracks local unemployment trends within New Mexico for the U.S. Department
of Labor’s Labor Surplus Program which gives priority to high unemployment area businesses when
bidding for federal government procurement contracts The Mass Layoffs Statistics program is alsobidding for federal government procurement contracts. The Mass Layoffs Statistics program is also
conducted by this unit.

OCCUPATIONAL INFORMATION AND PLANNING
This organizational unit operates a federal/state statistical program called Occupational Employment
Statistics (OES). The OES program produces occupational staffing pattern estimates by industry by
means of a semi-annual survey with approximately 1,600 employers sampled in each panel. This
unit develops long-range occupational employment forecasts through the use of staffing pattern data
from the OES program. The unit is responsible for providing planning information for
placement, counseling, education, and job training. Wage Information-Estimate Delivery System
contains the confidential OES occupation and wage information collected from employers. Job
seekers and employers can utilize this information to anticipate what an occupation pays in a given
area based on experience.

DATA ANALYSIS AND PUBLICATIONS
This unit is responsible for producing the New Mexico Labor Market Review, a monthly labor market
information newsletter, and the monthly Employment News Release. Additionally, the unit is
responsible for coordinating the production and dissemination of economic data and career
information through reports, exhibits, conferences, and workshops. The unit maintains the New
Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions Labor Market Information website and LASER (Labor
Analysis, Statistics, and Economic Research), and produces a broad range of publications for
educational institutions, employers, job seekers, and the general public.
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New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions Resources

New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions
Bureau of Economic Research & Analysis
P.O. Box 1928
Albuquerque, NM  87103
(505) 841-8645

Please visit us online at www.dws.state.nm.us for the most current information. Printed publications are of limited 
availability and may not include recent updates.

JOB SEARCH AND WORKFORCE SERVICES
Labor Analysis Statistics and Economic Research (LASER)
A powerful online job seeker/workforce services system that provides access to a complete set of employment 
tools in one website. The site is designed to assist job seekers, students, case managers, employers, training 
providers, workforce professionals, and others seeking benefits and services.

Career Solutions System
The Career Solutions System is designed to help students, parents, educators, and job seekers make informed 
decisions regarding career planning and occupational exploration. The site includes an Occupation Interest 
Profiler, along with additional tools to help the user complete the Next Step Plan, explore post-secondary 
educational opportunities, and develop effective job-seeking skills.

EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTICS
Employment News Release
Monthly press release detailing economic conditions in New Mexico and the Albuquerque, Farmington, Las 
Cruces, and Santa Fe MSAs. Includes an employment summary and a range of statewide and substate economic 
d tdata.  

New Mexico Labor Market Review
Monthly publication with statewide and local area labor force employment and unemployment 
estimates, employment by industry, average weekly earnings, and significant labor market developments. Includes 
preliminary labor force estimates for substate areas.  

Table A
Civilian Labor Force, Employment, Unemployment, and Unemployment Rate (Monthly) 
Data for the United States; New Mexico; the Albuquerque, Farmington, Las Cruces, and Santa Fe MSAs; and all 
33 New Mexico counties.   

Table B 
Employment by Industry and County (Monthly) 
Data for all 33 New Mexico counties.

Table C 
Civilian Labor Force, Employment, Unemployment, and Unemployment Rate (Annual Averages)
Data for the United States; New Mexico; the Albuquerque, Farmington, Las Cruces, and Santa Fe MSAs; and all 
33 New Mexico counties.

Table D
Employment by Industry and County (Annual Averages)
Data for New Mexico and its 33 counties.

Current Employment Statistics 
Nonagricultural Wage and Salary Employment by Industry (Monthly and Annual Averages)
Data for New Mexico and the Albuquerque, Farmington, Las Cruces, and Santa Fe MSAs.
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New Mexico Department of Workforce Solutions (cont.)

EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT STATISTICS (cont.)
Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages
Covered Employment and Wages by Industry (Quarterly Employment by Month and Average Weekly Wages)
Data for New Mexico and its 33 counties.

Facts and Figures
Quarterly information on private sector workers covered by New Mexico Unemployment Insurance laws. Data is 
reported by establishment size and number of workers.

INDUSTRY/OCCUPATIONAL DATA
Occupational Employment and Wage Estimates
Employment and wage data for New Mexico; the Albuquerque, Farmington, Las Cruces, and Santa Fe MSAs; and 
New Mexico's four Workforce Investment Act areas using the Estimate Delivery System produced by the North 
Carolina Employment Security Commission.

Quick Reference Sheets for Wages
Separate pamphlets for New Mexico's four WIA areas and the Albuquerque, Las Cruces, and Santa Fe MSAs list 
typical starting wages and a broad range of average wages for almost 200 occupations.

Industry and Occupation Employment Projections
Short-term (2007-2009) and long-term (2007-2017) industry employment projections for New Mexico; the 
Albuquerque, Farmington, Las Cruces, and Santa Fe MSAs; and rural New Mexico. Short-term and long-term 
occupation employment projections for New Mexico; the Albuquerque, Farmington, Las Cruces, and Santa Fe 
MSAs; New Mexico's four Workforce Investment Act areas; and rural New Mexico.  

ADDITIONAL SOURCES OF ECONOMIC DATA AND JOB HUNTER INFORMATION ARE AVAILABLE ON 
OUR WEBSITE AT 

WWW.DWS.STATE.NM.US
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Publications Available From Other Sources
Many of these publications are available at low or no cost or in digital format from the website address 
provided.

City of Albuquerque
Planning Department
600 2nd St. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87103
(505) 924-3860
http://www.cabq.gov/planning/

Publications
Urban Growth Trends 1980-1990 and Urban Growth Projections 2010 - Provide historical and projected 
socioeconomic data for the Albuquerque area.

New Mexico Economic Development Department
1100 St. Francis Drive
Santa Fe, NM  87503
(800) 374-3061
www.edd.state.nm.us

Publications
Strategic Plan - An annual publication detailing the department's goals and past performance in furthering 
economic development in New Mexico. 

New Mexico FactBook - Provides a wide range of information on New Mexico including population, 
employment, income, education, natural resources, and taxes.

2007 Statistical Abstract and Resources - An annual publication covering data about New Mexico's counties 
and communities.  

University of New Mexico
Bureau of Business and Economic Research
303 Girard Blvd, NE Ste 116
Albuquerque, NM  87106
(505) 277-2216 or
(505) 277-6626 for Data Bank
www.unm.edu/~bber

Publications
New Mexico Business, Current Economic Report - Reviews the current New Mexico economy and contains 
special economic research articles.

FOR-UNM Bulletin - A quarterly economic forecast of the New Mexico economy.

New Mexico County Population Projections July 1, 2005 to July 1, 2035 (CD product) - CD includes 
Microsoft Excel menus that allow the user to create data tables interactively for various geographic areas. 
Data tables and graphics show distributions of the projected population and percent distributions in various 
intervals by sex and age. 

U.S. Department of Labor
Bureau of Labor Statistics - Southwest Information Office
525 Griffin St., Rm. 221
Dallas, TX  75202
(214) 767-6970
www.bls.gov

Publications
Monthly Labor Review - The principal journal of fact, analysis, and research from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics providing information in a wide variety of areas—the labor force, the economy, employment, 
inflation, productivity, occupational injuries and illnesses, wages, prices, and many more.

Occupational Outlook Handbook, 2006-2007 Edition - Source of career information including job 
descriptions, working conditions, training and education requirements, earnings, and expected job prospects.
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Glossary
ANNUAL AVERAGE PAY
Annual average pay is computed by dividing total annual payrolls of employees covered by unemployment insurance 
programs by average monthly employment for these employees.

CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE
The “Civilian Labor Force” is the total labor force, excluding persons in the Armed Forces.  Most published 
data, including national and state estimates, pertain to the Civilian Labor Force.

EMPLOYED
Employed persons are those individuals, 16 years of age and older, who did any work at all during the survey week as 
paid employees, or in their own business, profession or farm, or who worked 15 hours or more as unpaid workers in a 
family operated business.  Also counted as employed are those persons who had jobs or businesses from which they 
were temporarily absent because of illness, bad weather, vacation, labor-management dispute, or personal reasons.  
Individuals are counted only once even though they may hold more than one job.  Employment figures relate to place of 
residence, and not to place of work.

ESTIMATE
An estimate is an approximate figure arrived at by following specified procedures, thoughtful consideration of facts 
and/or approximate calculations.  It does not imply an exact figure and may be subject to change or revision as 
additional facts or techniques become available.  Estimates based on early sample returns or heavily upon the judgment 
of an analyst due to the fact that numerous facts are as yet unavailable are identified as Preliminary Estimates.

FOOD STAMP PROGRAM
Provides low-income households with increased food purchasing power to enable them to obtain a more adequate 
nutritional diet through a federal program regulated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  The electronic benefit card 
may be used in retail grocery outlets for food items.

LABOR AREA
A labor area is a geographical area consisting of a central city community or communities in which there is a 
concentration of economic activity and in which workers can generally change jobs without changing their residence.  y g y g j g g
Basic emphasis is on the relationship between the worker’s place of residence and place of work.  Each New Mexico 
county is considered as a separate labor area except Bernalillo, Sandoval, and Valencia Counties which make up the 
Albuquerque MSA.

LABOR FORCE
The term “labor force” usually refers to an estimate of the number of persons, 16 years of age and older, classified as 
“Employed” or “Unemployed.”

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE
The number of persons in the labor force as a percent of the total population 16 years of age and older.

LOWER LIVING STANDARD INCOME LEVEL (LLSIL)
The lower living standard income level means that income level (adjusted for regional, metropolitan, urban and rural 
differences, and family size) determined annually by the Secretary of U.S. Department of Labor based on the most 
recent “lower living family budget” issued by the Secretary. The following levels are the same for the whole of the 
western region. 

2008 - WEST REGION LLSIL BASED ON FAMILY OF FOUR 

METRO     70%    NON-METRO                                    METRO    100%    NON-METRO

$25,665                $24,786                                               $36,664                 $35,409
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Glossary (cont.)
METROPOLITAN AREA
Urban places of 50,000 or more population are metropolitan areas as defined by the Census of Population. All jurisdictions
within the MSA, regardless of size, are considered metropolitan areas.

METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA (MSA)
The general concept of the metropolitan statistical area (MSA) is one of a large population nucleus together with adjacent
communities which have a high degree of economic and social integration with that nucleus. Specifically, an area must either
have a city with a population of at least 50,000 or it must have an urbanized area of at least 50,000 and a total county(ies)
population of at least 100,000. New Mexico has three MSAs; Albuquerque MSA, Las Cruces MSA, and Santa Fe MSA.

NONAGRICULTURAL WAGE AND SALARY EMPLOYMENT (JOBS)
Nonagricultural wage and salary jobs refers only to employees on establishment payrolls during the survey week in each
month and excludes self-employed, unpaid family workers, domestic workers, agricultural workers, and workers involved in
labor-management disputes. Nonagricultural wage and salary employment figures relate to place of work of the workers and
not to their place of residence. The payroll records may count a person more than once to the extent that multiple job holding
exists during the payroll period. In addition, the payroll data includes commuters who live outside the labor area, but not
commuters who work outside the area.

PER CAPITA INCOME
Per capita personal income is the total personal income of residents divided by the resident population.

PERSONAL INCOME
Personal income is the current income received by residents of an area from all sources. It is measured after deduction of
personal contributions for social security, government retirement, and other social insurance programs but before deductions of
income and other personal taxes. It includes income received from foreign governments. It consists of wage and salary
disbursements, various types of supplementary earnings termed “other labor income,” proprietors’ income, rental
income, dividends, interest, and government and business transfers.

METROPOLITAN AREA
Urban places of 50,000 or more population are metropolitan areas as defined by the Census of Population. All jurisdictions
within the MSA, regardless of size, are considered metropolitan areas.

METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA (MSA)
The general concept of the metropolitan statistical area (MSA) is one of a large population nucleus together with adjacent
communities which have a high degree of economic and social integration with that nucleus. Specifically, an area must either
have a city with a population of at least 50,000 or it must have an urbanized area of at least 50,000 and a total county (or multi-
county) population of at least 100,000. New Mexico has four MSAs; Albuquerque MSA, Farmington MSA, Las Cruces
MSA, and Santa Fe MSA.

NONAGRICULTURAL WAGE AND SALARY EMPLOYMENT (JOBS)
Nonagricultural wage and salary jobs refers only to employees on establishment payrolls during the survey week in each month
and excludes self-employed, unpaid family workers, domestic workers, agricultural workers, and workers involved in labor-
management disputes. Nonagricultural wage and salary employment figures relate to place of work of the workers and not to
their place of residence. The payroll records may count a person more than once to the extent that multiple job holding exists
during the payroll period. In addition, the payroll data includes commuters who live outside the labor area, but not commuters
who work outside the area.

PER CAPITA INCOME
Per capita personal income is the total personal income of residents divided by the resident population.

PERSONAL INCOME
Personal income is the current income received by residents of an area from all sources. It is measured after deduction of
personal contributions for social security, government retirement, and other social insurance programs but before deductions of
income and other personal taxes. It includes income received from foreign governments. It consists of wage and salary
disbursements, various types of supplementary earnings termed “other labor income,” proprietors’ income, rental
income, dividends, interest, and government and business transfers.

TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF)
Formerly called Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), TANF provides financial assistance and support services to
TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEEDY FAMILIES (TANF)
Formerly called Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), TANF provides financial assistance and support services
to families with children needing care or support due to death, absence, disability, unemployment, or under employment of one
or both parents.

POVERTY
The poverty concept is a statistical yardstick based on the Department of Agriculture’s 1961 Economy Food Plan and reflects
the different consumption requirements of families in relation to their size and composition, sex and age of the family head and
number of children under 18 years of age. It was discovered from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 1955 Survey of Food
Consumption that families of three or more persons spend approximately one-third of their income on food; the poverty level
was therefore set at three times the cost of the Economy Food Plan. The level comes out once a year, late-February to early
March. See http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/ to check for the most recent figures.

POVERTY LEVEL GUIDELINES - 2004
FAMILY SIZE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
INCOME LEVEL $ 9,310 12,490 15,670 18,850 22,030 25,210 28,390 31,570

UNEMPLOYED
Persons 16 years and over who had no employment during the reference week, were available for work, except for temporary
illness, and had made specific efforts to find employment sometime during the 4-week period ending with the reference week.
Persons who were waiting to be recalled to a job from which they had been laid off need not have been looking for work to be
classified as unemployed.

WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT (WIA)
WIA established programs to prepare youth and unskilled adults for entry into the labor force and to offer job training to those
economically disadvantaged individuals and other individuals facing serious barriers to employment.

families with children needing care or support due to death, absence, disability, unemployment, or under employment of one or
both parents.

POVERTY
The poverty concept is a statistical yardstick based on the Department of Agriculture’s 1961 Economy Food Plan and reflects
the different consumption requirements of families in relation to their size and composition, sex and age of the family head and
number of children under 18 years of age. It was discovered from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 1955 Survey of Food
Consumption that families of three or more persons spend approximately one-third of their income on food; the poverty level
was therefore set at three times the cost of the Economy Food Plan. The level comes out once a year, late-February to early
March. See http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/ to check for the most recent figures. The following represents 100% of poverty.

POVERTY LEVEL GUIDELINES - 2008
FAMILY SIZE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
INCOME LEVEL $10,404 14,004 17,604 21,204 24,804 28,404 32,004 35,604

UNEMPLOYED
Persons 16 years and over who had no employment during the reference week, were available for work, except for temporary
illness, and had made specific efforts to find employment sometime during the 4-week period ending with the reference week.
Persons who were waiting to be recalled to a job from which they had been laid off need not have been looking for work to be
classified as unemployed.

WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT (WIA)
WIA established programs to prepare youth and unskilled adults for entry into the labor force and to offer job training to those
economically disadvantaged individuals and other individuals facing serious barriers to employment.
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